9 класс
Аудирование
Vocabulary:
needle [niːdl] – игла
drill [drɪl] – дрель
split up [splɪt ʌp] – расстаться
tribe [traɪb] – племя
Kate is in a waiting room. She looks nervous. She can see a man sitting very still with his sleeve rolled up and a woman nearby wearing plastic gloves and a white coat. She’s also holding a needle. Is Kate waiting to see the doctor? No, she isn’t. Now there’s the sound like a small drill; perhaps she’s waiting to see the dentist? Not that either. In fact, the woman in the white coat is a tattooist, and Kate’s waiting to have her first tattoo.
“Some people think I might not like my tattoo in the future, but I disagree. I know that the people who regret having a tattoo are those who chose the name of their boyfriend, for example, and then they split up. I’m going to have a picture of a small dolphin, because I love the sea – and I’m sure I’ll always love the sea!”

Kate says that most of her friends now have a tattoo. “I think they’re popular for a number of reasons. One is because it’s much easier to have them done safely these days. It’s much cheaper to have them done on holiday here in Asia, too; it’s much more expensive back in the UK. Also, the association with criminals and lorry drivers is disappearing. Plus, of course, it’s now quite trendy, especially as stars like Angelina Jolie have tattoos.”
Kate’s also interested in the history of tattooing. ‘I like the idea that it’s an art form that’s been around for thousands of years and done all over the world. However, the reasons for the tattoos and the designs vary a lot. In Indonesia, members of the Iban tribe were covered in tattoos of plants and animals for camouflage as they went hunting in the jungle; the Maori in New Zealand tattooed their faces to make themselves look aggressive when fighting.’
Why does Kate want a tattoo? “I hope I’ll look more attractive! I see it as a kind of decoration, like jewellery – the difference being I can never take it off!”
